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Migration Museum Project
More Bloody Foreigners

 

Bloody Foreigners: The Story of Immigration to Britain is now in its second edition.  Here author Robert Winder answers some questions.

 

The story of the way Britain has been settled and influenced by migrants from overseas is as old and complicated as the land itself. In Bloody Foreigners (first published in 2004) Robert Winder narrated the saga in sweeping detail, from the French immigrants who came as Norman invaders through to the better-known migrations of modern times. It is a rich pageant, full of episodes both glorious and inglorious, that suggests we are all immigrants really – it just depends how far back you go. Now he has added a new chapter to bring the story up to date.

 

Q. What made you return to the subject now?

 

A. The fact that so much seemed to have changed. The enlargement of the European Union and the surge out of Eastern Europe, with all the economic-political impacts we see in the newspapers every day. And of course the continuing, alarming cultural shock waves from 9/11 and extreme Islam, whose effects shake Britain every day.

 

Q. Was there no good news in this period?

 

A. The good news was that the bad news did not prevent Britain from continuing to be, broadly speaking, a humming and receptive place for migrants. Last year’s Olympics showcased this perfectly. Everyone in the stadium jumped for joy when half-Jamaican (Ennis) or Somali (Farah) Brits stormed their way to gold medals, draped in the Union flag.

 

Q. What else had changed?

 

A. In one way nothing; in another way, everything. It was the same basic story – immigrants arrive, encounter a mixture of politeness and hostility, then inch their way into the mainstream. But the names, faces and people in the foreground were all new. Suddenly, Britain’s third language was Polish. There was indeed a heightened sense of anti-immigrant feeling; but the rates of intermarriage and mixed race children were also hitting new highs. Away from the sensational, bad-news headlines, Britain was still mixing, mingling and grumbling on in the traditional way. Only the other night we saw, on prime-time TV, that Britain Welcomes Foreign Talent. 

